ASIAN AMERICANS
ADVANCING
{ JUSTICE

CALIFORNIA

VOICES OF
DEMOCRACY

The State of Language
Access 1n California’s
November 2016

Elections

o

Findings from Asian Americans
Advancing Justice - California’s
November 2016 Poll Monitoring
and Recommendations for
Improving Access for Limited-
English Proficient Voters




Language Access Coverage in California

« 56 of 58 CA counties have language access requirements
under either federal or state law

» Coverage under federal law:
— 27 counties
 All have Spanish coverage

* 9 covered for at least
one Asian language

2 covered for a Native American
language
« Coverage under state law:
— 50 counties
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Need for Language Assistance

During Elections

Language is a significant barrier to the ability of many to vote

_ CA Latinos CA Asian Americans

Speak a language

other than English at 7% 72%
home

Limited English

proficient (LEP) 37% 34%
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Importance of Language Assistance in

Asian American Communities

+ Use of language assistance in Los Angeles
— 32% of Asian Americans

- Use by ethnicity in Los Angeles
— 950% Korean Americans
—46% Chinese Americans
— 11% Filipino Americans
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Where We Worked

countie

OLos Angeles

VOICES OF
DEMOCRACY

Language Access Map

of California

KEY

Languages covered by Section 203

Languages covered by state law

ALAMEDA

Spanish, Chinese,

no/Taga'og, Vietnamese,
o, Japanese, Khmer, Korean

CONTRA COSTA

Fipino/Tagalog, Viemamese

FRESNO
Spanish, Chinesa, Hind,
Japanese, Khy

KERN

Sparns?

), FilipinolTagalog, Hindi

1, Filipino/Tagalog

LOS ANGELES

MARIN
Spanish, Chinese, Korean,
Wietnamese

MENDOCINO

, Chinese

Japangse, Khmer, Hindi

RIVERSIDE
Spanish, Chir

Vietnamese

SACRAMENTO

Spanish, Chinese, Hindi,

Japanese, Korean,

Filipino/Tagalog, Vietnamese

SAN BERNARDINO

Spanish, Chinese, Fiipino/Tagalog,

Khmey, Korean, Vietnan

SAN DIEGO

Spanish, Chinese, Filipino/Tagalog,
esa, Khmer,

SAN FRANCISCO
Spanish, Chinese "

as & Section 2

due to al law), Japanese,
Koroan, Vietnamese

SAN JOAQUIN

Spanish, Chinese, Hindl, Khmev,
Fifipino/Tagalog, Vieinamese

SAN MATEO

Spanish, Chinese, Hindl, Japanese,
Fifipino/Tagalog
SANTA CRUZ
Spanish, Chinese, Filpino/Tagalog
SOLANO

Spanish, Chinese, Fiipmo/Tagalog
STANISLAUS

Spanish, Hindi, Khmer

SUTTER

Spanish, Hindi
TULARE
Spanish, FiNpin
YOLO
Spanish, Chinese, Hindi
Filipino/Tagalog

agalog

25 counties, 32.9 million people

| lcounty __________Pop.

6  Santa Clara County 1,918,044

13 Ventura County 850,536

17 Sonoma County 502,146

19 Santa Barbara County 444769
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THE DATA




Compliance with most
significant language
access requirement in
Section 203 of the
federal Voting Rights
Act -- provision of
translated ballots --
was very strong.

O Percentage of Section 203 ballots missing upon poll monitor (PM)
arrival — regular or provisional

Statewide Total
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Less success in
consistently providing
translated copies of
supplementary
materials voters may
need to vote.

Defined as

» State Voter Guide

» County Sample Ballot
* Voter Bill of Rights

Percentage of polling places missing at least one of the
supplementary Section 203 materials*® upon PM arrival

Statewide Total
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O Percentage of polling places without a single bilingual poll worker

Recruitment of
bilingual poll workers ©  Statewide Total
overall was very

strong. 8.2%
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LA County

Percentage of precincts targeted by
the County for a specific language
that had a bilingual poll worker

LANGUAGE present who spoke that language

Chinese 87.9%
Hindi 78.3%

.....................................................................................................................................

.....................................................................................................................................

Vietnamese 73.6%
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Implementation of Best Practices

« Bilingual poll workers are inconsistently identified for voters

who need them.

 Signage that would alert voters to presence of facsimile ballots
not used in uniform way.
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BPW Nametags

Polling places with Polling places with

bilingual poll BPW in which
workers BPW not wearing
name tags
identifying

language skills
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BPW Signage

40% |

Polling places with Polling places with
BPW, AAAJ-ALC BPW in which no

counties signage identifying
language skills
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Facsimile Ballot
Signage

Polling places with Polling places with
facsimiles, AAAJ- facsimiles in which

ALC counties no signage

indicates availability
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Report Link:
- www.advancingjustice-alc.org/programs/voting-rights/
- www.advancingjustice-la.org/media-and-

publications/publications/voices-democracy-state-
language-access-califorinas-november-2016

Contact:
dkitamura@advancingjustice-la.org




