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Every year, the internet’s 

role in politics is “bigger but 

different”
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The relative value of the internet to politically 

active citizens is increasing
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Americans hold conflicting views about the 

internet’s impact
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Majorities of internet users agree with all of the following:

• The internet makes it easier to connect with others who 

share their views politically – 54%

• The internet increases the influence of those with extreme 

political views – 55%

---------

• The internet exposes people to a wider range of political 

views than they can get in the traditional news media –

61%

• It is usually difficult for them to tell what is true from what is 

not true when it comes to the political information they find 

online – 56%
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Themes for 2010: The 

changing face of politically-

engaged social networkers
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2008 vs. 2010 in pictures
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2008: “Hey Dad, look at my profile on BarackObama.com”

2010: “Son, I need you to get off the computer so I can check for 

Facebook updates from the Tea Party Patriots”
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How voters used social networking sites and 

Twitter in 2010
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• 35% of social networking site users (21% of online 

adults) used these sites for political reasons in 2010
– Discover who friends voted for (18%)

– Get campaign/candidate info (14%)

– Post content related to campaign (13%)

– Friend a candidate or other political group (11%)

– Join a political group or cause (10%)

– Start their own political group or cause (2%)

• 28% of Twitter users (2% of online adults) used Twitter 

politically in 2010
– Get candidate/campaign info (16%)

– Follow election results in real time (12%)

– Follow a candidate or other political group (11%)

– Include links to political content in their own tweets (9%)
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Social media = ―Faster and More Connected‖
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To the extent older adults used these sites, 

they were as active as younger users
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Partisan splits from 2008 vanished in 2010
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Themes for 2010: The 

emergence of mobile 

politics



Mobile politics - 26% of adults used cell 

phones for political purposes in 2010
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• 14% used their cell phones to tell others that they voted

• 12% used their cell phones to keep up with news about the election or 

politics

• 10% sent text messages relating to the election to friends, family 

members and others

• 6% used their cells to let others know about conditions at their local 

voting stations on election day

• 4% used their phones to monitor results of the election as they 

occurred

• 3% used their cells to shoot and share photos or videos related to the 

election

• 1% used a cell-phone app that provided updates from a candidate or 

group about election news

• 1% contributed money by text message to a candidate or group 

connected to the election like a party or interest group.
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No clear partisan splits—age is the defining 

difference in mobile political use
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Thank you!

Email: Lrainie@pewinternet.org

Twitter: @Lrainie

Phone: 202-419-4510

mailto:Lrainie@pewinternet.org

